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You can use subordinate time clauses to talk about  
sequences of events, where one thing must happen  
before another thing can happen.

New language  Subordinate time clauses

Vocabulary  Building works

New skill  Describing sequences of events

KEY LANGUAGE SUBORDINATE TIME CLAUSES

FURTHER EXAMPLES SUBORDINATE TIME CLAUSES

HOW TO FORM SUBORDINATE TIME CLAUSES

English uses “when” and  
“as soon as” to talk about  
events or actions in the  
future that happen before  
another event or action  
can take place. These  
phrases are called  
subordinate time clauses.

Planning activities

FIRST EVENT SECOND EVENT

“WHEN / AS SOON AS” PRESENT SIMPLE COMMA FUTURE WITH “WILL”

The future with “will” 
describes the second event.

The present simple describes the first 
event, even though it is a future event.

These phrases 
indicate that the  
first event has not 
happened yet.

You can also use  
subordinate time clauses  
to ask about future events.
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FILL IN THE GAPS BY PUTTING THE VERBS IN THE PRESENT SIMPLE  
OR FUTURE WITH “WILL”

READ THE EMAIL AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS
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The present perfect still describes a future event.

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO, THEN NUMBER THE PICTURES IN THE ORDER  
THEY ARE DESCRIBED

UK English sometimes uses the present perfect instead  
of the present simple in subordinate time clauses.

ANOTHER WAY TO SAY SUBORDINATE TIME CLAUSES

SAY THE SENTENCES OUT LOUD, REVERSING THE ORDER 
OF THE PHRASES
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MATCH THE BEGINNINGS OF THE SENTENCES TO THE CORRECT ENDINGS

CHECKLIST

 Subordinate time clauses   Building works   Describing sequences of events  

REVIEW THE ENGLISH YOU HAVE LEARNED IN UNITS 48–52

ZERO CONDITIONAL

PRESENT SIMPLE PASSIVE

FIRST CONDITIONAL WITH “IF”

FIRST CONDITIONAL WITH “UNLESS”

FIRST CONDITIONAL PLUS IMPERATIVE

SUBORDINATE TIME CLAUSES  
WITH PRESENT PERFECT

SUBORDINATE TIME CLAUSES  
WITH PRESENT SIMPLE

NEW LANGUAGE SAMPLE SENTENCE UNIT
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